
Prof. Dr. Zoltán Birkner (Nagykanizsa, August 9, 1971) is a secondary school teacher, economist, and university 
professor. Since March 1, 2023, he has been the chairman of the board of trustees of the Foundation for the 
University of Pannonia. From 2018 to 2023, he served as the president of the National Research, Development, 
and Innovation Office (NKFIH). He has been a lecturer and professor at the University of Pannonia since 2001. 

Higher Education 

• 1998: Financial and Accounting College – Financial Economist 

• 1994: Kossuth Lajos University, Faculty of Arts – Teacher of History and Geography 

Academic Degree 

• 2021: Habilitation – Pannon University, Field of Management and Organization Sciences – Thesis 
title: The Territorial and Sectoral Dimensions of Innovation 

• 2010: PhD – Pannon University, Doctoral School of Management and Organizational Sciences – 
Dissertation title: Is Innovation the Engine of Success in Zala County? 

Professional Career 

• 2023–present: President – Pannon University Foundation 

• 2023–present: Vice-President – Hungarian Innovation Association 

• 2018–2023: President – National Research, Development, and Innovation Office 

• 2008–2018: Campus Director – Pannon University Nagykanizsa Campus 

• 2014–2018: Research Center Director – Pannon University Soós Ernő Water Technology Research 
and Development Center 

• 2001–present: University Lecturer, Professor – Pannon University 

• 2001–2008: Acting Head – Pannon University Nagykanizsa Campus 

• 1994–2001: Secondary School Teacher – Batthyány Lajos High School, Nagykanizsa 

Public Life and Professional Organization Memberships: 

• 2020–2023: Member – National Science Policy Council 

• 2020–2022: Member – Economic Protection Operational Headquarters 

• 2019–2022: Member – National Laboratories Supervisory Board 

• 2018–2023: Chairman – Hiventures Zrt. Growth Investment Committee 

• 2020–present: Member – Editorial Board of the electronic journal Scientia et Securitas 

• 2018–present: Member – Hungarian Innovation Grand Prix Jury 

• 2018–present: Co-Chair, Member – Youth Scientific and Talent Search Competition Jury 

• Member – Hungarian Economic Society, Nagykanizsa Chapter 

• Member – MTA VEAB Communications Working Committee, formerly Secretary 

Awards and Honors 

• 2021: Gold Pin – OTDT 

• 2020: Méray László Award – Pannon University 

• 2019: St. George Memorial Medal 

• 2018: Hungarian Order of Merit, Knight's Cross 

• 2013: Harsányi János Award – Faculty of Economics, Pannon University 

• 2011: Harsányi István PhD Award – Hungarian Innovation Association 

• 2009: Memorial Plaque for Hungarian Higher Education – Ministry of Education and Culture 

• 2009: Pro Universitate Pannonica Large Silver Medal – Pannon University 



• 2007: VEAB Memorial Plaque – Hungarian Academy of Sciences Veszprém Territorial Committee 

• 2004: Rector's Commendation – Pannon University 

• 1988: Young Geographer Award (1st place in Geography in OKTV) 

Research Areas/Academic and Scientific Contributions 

• Main research areas: Territorial and sectoral dimensions of innovation, innovation policy, tourism 
security, development of tourism products. 

• As a university lecturer, he has taught 20 courses since 2001, developed 13 course curricula, and 
supervised 46 theses and dissertations. 

• He has supervised the research of 11 PhD students within the Doctoral School of Management and 
Organizational Sciences, 4 of whom have obtained their degrees, and 6 students are currently 
active. 

• Organized 18 international/domestic conferences, with over 100 presentations, and reviewed over 
100 grant applications and academic manuscripts. 

• Participated in 12 international projects. 

• Scientometric data: 
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